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Number  One  Money  Man 

Judaica 


MANCHESTER  UNITED  COMPLETE  BOX 
TREBLE  TWO  TONE  SILVER  8c  GOLDEN 
LOOK  MIRROR  PROOF  MEDALLION  SET 
in  NEW  CONDITION:  On  May  26, 1999 
the  Manchester  United  soccer  team  won  the 
European  Champions  Cup  Final  in  the  most 
spectacular  finish  the  competition  had  ever 
witnessed  In  so  doing  Manchester  United 
achieved  what,  until  then,  had  been  called 
‘the  impossible  dream’  to  win  the  ‘Treble’;  the 
English  League,  the  F.A.Cup  and  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Cup  in  the  same  season.  All  featured  on 
these  officially  licensed  medallions,  along  with 
the  knighted  Coach,  Sir  Alex  Ferguson.  The 
set  of  39  mm  medallions  is  encapsulated  and 
presented  in  high  grade  silver  (.999  -  may  show 
some  tarnish)  with  Golden-look  trim,  and  is 
boxed  in  a  red  case  with  the  Manchester  United 
logo  adorning  the  inside  cover. 
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NEW  YORK  POSTMARK. 

OVERALL  MEASURES  APPROX  6  x  3.5  INCHES. 


CALL  or  E-mail  for  PRICING,  etc.  to:  #i,  P.O.  Box  4075,  Ft.  Myers,  FL. 
33918  /  (239)-3 13-9899.  E-mail:  info@NumberOneMoneyMan.com 
LIFE  MEMBER  OF:  AINA,  American  Philatelic  Society,  IBNS,  SPMC, 


4 


2016  ANA  Report:  Awards,  honors 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  AINA 

had  a  very  successful  ANA  Con-  PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE 


vention.  We  signed  up  eight  mem¬ 
bers,  we  handed  out  1 60  AINA 
medals  to  juniors  participating  in 
ANA's  Treasure  Trivia  activity,  we 
heard  an  entertaining  and  informa¬ 
tive  talk  by  sculptor  Eugene  Daub 
at  a  well-attended  joint  meeting 
with  TAMS  (Token  and  Medal 
Society),  and  we  had  a  productive 
Board  Meeting,  which  included  a 
unanimous  Resolution  thanking  our 
steadfast  Treasurer  Donna  Sims  for 
her  dedication  and  hard  work  in 
behalf  of  AINA. 

I  was  extremely  pleased  that 
Dr.  Benjamin  Weiss  received  two 
important  awards  for  his  excep¬ 
tional  article  “Anti-Semitic  Bigotry 


as  Chronicled  by  Historical  Med¬ 
als,”  that  appeared  in  The  Shekel  in 
2015 — the  Ben  and  Sylvia  Odesser 
Memorial  Award  for  Outstanding 
Contribution  to  Judaic  Numismatics 
&  Exonumia,  presented  by  TAMS 
and  AINA,  and  the  Numismatic 
Literary  Guild  Award  for  the  Best 
Article  in  Small  Club  Publications. 

Congratulations  Ben! 

All  the  best, 

Hi 
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Earliest  known 
'Ten  Commandments’ 

TABLET  TO  BE  AUCTIONED 


Only  Nine 
Commandments 
listed  ON 
1, 600-year-old 

INSCRIBED  TABLET 


Considered  a  National  Treasure 
of  Israel;  slated  for  November 
sale  by  Heritage  Auctions. 

Meticulously  researched, 
200-pound  stone  tablet 
dates  to  4tli  century  CE. 

Highlight  of  collection 
of  properties  from  the 
Living  Torah  Museum. 


he  world’s  earliest-known  stone 
inscription  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  -  one  of  the  most  important 
documents  in  history,  and  a  “national 
treasure"  of  Israel  -  will  be  offered 
Nov.  16,  2016  by  Heritage  Auctions 
in  the  “Properties  of  the  Living  Torah 
Museum"  auction  in  Beverly  Hills, 
California. 

The  tablet  is  the  centerpiece  of  an 
offering  of  Bible-related  historical 
artifacts,  owned  by  the  Living  Torah 
Museum  in  Brooklyn,  New  York.  The 
tablet  has  an  opening  bid  of  $250,000. 

The  two-foot-  square  marble  slab, 
inscribed  in  an  early  Hebrew  script 
called  Samaritan,  likely  adorned  the 
entrance  of  a  synagogue  destroyed  by 
the  Romans  between  400  and  600  CE, 


or  by  the  Crusaders  in  the  1 1  th  century. 

The  slab  of  white  marble,  weigh¬ 
ing  about  200  pounds,  is  chiseled  with 
20  lines  of  letters  in  Samaritan  script, 
derived  jointly  from  Hebrew  and 
Aramaic.  After  an  introductory  dedica¬ 
tion  and  invocation,  it  lists  nine  of  the 
10  commonly  known  Biblical  Com¬ 
mandments  from  the  Book  of  Exodus, 
omitting  “Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name 
of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain"  (King 
James  translation),  and  adding  one 
commonly  employed  by  the  Samaritan 
sect  exhorting  worshippers  to  “raise  up 
a  temple"  on  Mount  Gerizim,  the  holy 
mountain  of  the  Samaritans,  located 
near  the  West  Bank  city  of  Nablus. 

Potential  bidders  are  required  to 

Continued 
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Continued 

agree  to  place  the  object  on  public 
exhibition,  as  per  a  stipulation  by  the 
Israel  Antiquities  Authority  (1AA), 
which  has  designated  the  piece  a  ‘'Na¬ 
tional  Treasure”  of  Israel. 

While  Dead  Sea  Scrolls  dated  to 
the  First  century  CE  contain  written 
examples  of  the  Ten  Commandments 
on  parchment  and  papyrus,  the  earli¬ 
est  stone  inscriptions  of  the  Biblical 
law  code  are  found  in  the  so-called 
“Samaritan  Decalogues”  dating  to  the 
early  centuries  CE,  of  which  there  are 
four  known  examples  including  the 
Living  Torah  example. 

All  of  the  other  examples  are 
fragmentary  and  are  now  in  museum 
collections  or  at  protected  sites  in  the 
Middle  East.  The  Living  Torah  ex¬ 
ample  is  among  the  earliest  of  these 
Decalogues,  and  certainly  the  most 
complete.  It  is  also  the  only  example 
that  can  be  legally  obtained  for  private 
ownership. 

Samaria,  a  mountainous  region  north 
of  Jerusalem,  was  in  Biblical  times 
home  to  an  offshoot  sect  of  Juda¬ 
ism  whose  worshippers  were  often 
denounced  by  traditional  Jews.  The 
Samaritans  are  widely  known  to  Chris¬ 
tians  through  the  parable  of  the  Good 
Samaritan.  Their  sect  has  endured 
through  the  centuries  alongside  tradi¬ 
tional  Jews,  Pagans,  Christians,  and 
Muslims. 

Based  on  the  letter  fonns  studied 
by  scholars,  the  stone  was  probably 
carved  in  the  late  Roman  or  Byzantine 
era,  circa  300-500  CE,  to  adorn  the 
entrance  or  worship  space  of  a  syna¬ 
gogue  in  or  around  the  modem  city  of 


The  temple  of  Zeus  on  Mt.  Gerizim 
appeared  on  a  bronze  coin  ofNeapolis, 
issued  by  Antoninus  Pius  in  160  CE. 

Yavneh,  now  in  western  Israel. 

The  synagogue  was  likely  destroyed 
when  the  Samaritan  sect  was  heavily 
suppressed  by  the  Romans  in  the  mid- 
400s,  by  the  Byzantines  in  the  500s,  or 
by  the  Muslims  or  Crusaders  up  to  the 
12th  century  CE. 

The  rediscovery  of  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  Stone  was  first  related  in 
a  1947  article  in  a  scholarly  journal 
written  jointly  by  a  Mr.  Y.  Kaplan, 
the  stone’s  then-owner,  and  Yitzhak 
Ben-Zvi,  later  President  of  Israel 
(1952-1963)  and  a  noted  archeologist 
specializing  in  ancient  texts.  It  was  first 
uncovered  in  1913  during  excavations 
for  a  railroad  station  near  Yavneh,  and 
was  acquired  by  an  Arab  man  who  set 
it  in  the  floor  of  his  courtyard.  Over 
many  years,  foot  traffic  wore  down 
some  of  the  letters  at  the  center  of 
the  slab,  although  the  forms  are  still 
discernible. 

In  1943,  the  tablet  was  acquired  by 
Mr.  Kaplan,  who  brought  in  Dr.  Ben- 
Zvi  and  other  scholars  to  study  it.  Not- 


Continued 
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The  Ten  Commandments  and  Hanukkah 
menorahs  are  also  popular  design  motifs 
on  Israel  s  coins  and  medals.  Shown  at 
right  is  a  2005  Israel  Z2  oz.  gold  Proof 
10  New  Sheqalim  coin. 

Below,  a  Ninth  century  CE  nine-spouted 
ceramic  oil  lamp  dated  to  the  First  century ’  CE 
which  is  regarded  by  some  experts  as  the  earli¬ 
est  known  Hanukkah  menorah. 


Continued 

ed  antiquities  dealer  Robert  Deutsch 
acquired  the  piece  in  the  1990s,  and 
Rabbi  Saul  Deutsch  obtained  it  for  his 
Living  Torah  Museum  in  Brooklyn, 
NY  in  2005. 

The  tablet  has  been  the  centerpiece 
of  the  Museum’s  collection  since  then 
and  was  subsequently  published  in 
Biblical  Archaeology  Review  magazine 
and  elsewhere. 

Although  considered  a  “National 
Treasure”  of  Israel,  the  Israeli  Antiqui¬ 
ties  Authority  (IAA)  approved  export 
of  the  piece  the  United  States  in  2005 
on  the  condition  that  it  be  displayed  in 
a  public  museum,  a  condition  that  still 
pertains. 

The  “Property  of  the  Living  Torah 
Museum”  auction  will  include  at  least 


50  other  artifacts  from  the  museum’s 
collection,  including  a  nine-spouted  ce¬ 
ramic  oil  lamp  dated  to  the  first  century 
CE  that  is  regarded  by  some  experts  as 
the  earliest  known  Hanukkah  menorah. 

Proceeds  from  the  November  1 6 
auction  will  be  used  to  expand  and 
upgrade  museum  facilities,  Rabbi 
Deutsch  said,  including  construction 
of  a  full-scale  replica  of  the  original 
Tabernacle  in  Solomon’s  temple.  The 
museum’s  location  is  1601  41st  Street 
in  Brooklyn,  New  York. 

Exhibitions  of  the  Ten  Command¬ 
ments  Stone  and  other  artifacts  includ¬ 
ed  in  this  sale  will  be  held  in  Heritage’s 
offices  in  Dallas,  New  York,  and  Bev¬ 
erly  Hills  in  October  and  November,  roj 

Reprinted  courtesy  Heritage  Auctions 
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AINA  AT  THE  2016  ANA 


Photo  by  Jeff  St  arckJ courtesy  Coin  World 


Sculptor  Eugene  Daub  shows  plaster  model  of  the  2016  Jewish- American  Hall 
of  Fame  medal  honoring  Astronaut  Judith  Resnik,  as  part  of  his  talk  to  the  ANA 
2016  joint  TAMS-AINA  meeting. 


The  Wacks  family  at  the  2016 
American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion's  World  Fair  of  Money:  Front, 
London.  Back  row,  left  to  right, 
Shari,  Esther  and  Mel. 
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Hasmonean-era  silver  coin 

CACHE  FOUND  IN  MODl‘lN 


Photo  courtesy  Israel  Antiquities  Authority 
The  cache,  found  in  Modi  'in,  hometown  of  the  Maccabees,  has  16  Shekels  and  Half  Shek¬ 
els  of  Tyre,  including  one  or  two  coins  from  every  year  between  135-126  BCE. 


he  Israeli  Antiquities  Author¬ 
ity  (IAA)  revealed  recently 
that  it  had  unearthed  a  hoard  of 
silver  coins  from  the  Hasmonean 
period  ( 1 35- 1 26  BCE)  in  April 
2016. 

The  discovery  of  the  silver  coins 
took  place  during  ongoing  excava¬ 
tions  near  Modi 'in,  and  with  the 
participation  of  local  youth. 

The  dig  is  being  conducted  ahead 
of  construction  of  a  new  neighbor¬ 
hood  at  the  initiative  of  the  Modfin- 
Maccabim-Re'ut  municipality. 

Archaeologists  found  the  ancient 
coins  hidden  in  a  rock  crevice, 


against  a  wall  of  an  impressive 
agricultural  estate  found  during  the 
excavation.  The  estate  took  part  in 
the  Jewish  revolt  against  Roman 
occupation,  and  revealed  numerous 
intriguing  finds. 

According  to  Avraham  Tendler, 
director  of  the  excavation,  “This 
is  a  rare  cache  of  silver  coins  from 
the  Hasmonean  period  comprised 
of  shekels  and  half-shekels  (tet- 
radrachms  and  didrachms)  that  were 
minted  in  the  city  of  Tyre  and  bear 
the  images  of  the  king,  Antiochus 
VII  and  his  brother  Demetrius  II. 

Continued 
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Photo  courtesy  Israel 
Antiquities  Authority 
Archaeologists  found  the  ancient 
coins  hidden  in  a  rock  crevice, 
against  a  wall  of  cm  impressive 
agricultural  estate  that  took  part 
in  the  Jewish  revolt  against 
Roman  occupation. 


Continued 

‘The  cache  that  we  found  is 
compelling  evidence  that  one  of 
the  members  of  the  estate  who 
had  saved  his  income  for  months 
needed  to  leave  the  house  for  some 
unknown  reason.  He  buried  his 
money  in  the  hope  of  coming  back 
and  collecting  it,  but  was  apparently 
unfortunate  and  never  returned.  It  is 
exciting  to  think  that  the  coin  hoard 
was  waiting  here  2,140  years  until 
we  exposed  it”. 

According  to  Dr.  Donald  Tzvi 
Ariel,  the  head  of  the  Coin  Depart¬ 
ment,  “The  cache,  which  consists  of 
1 6  coins,  contains  one  or  two  coins 
from  every  year  between  135-126 
BCE,  and  a  total  of  nine  consecutive 
years  are  represented.  It  seems  that 
some  thought  went  into  collecting 
the  coins,  and  it  is  possible  that  the 
person  who  buried  the  cache  was  a 
coin  collector.  He  acted  in  just  the 
same  way  as  stamp  and  coin  collec¬ 
tors  manage  collections  today”. 

Tendler  added,  “The  findings  from 
our  excavation  show  that  a  Jewish 
family  established  an  agricultural 
estate  on  this  hill  during  the  Hasmo- 
nean  period.  The  family  members 


planted  olive  trees  and  vineyards  on 
the  neighboring  hills  and  grew  grain 
in  valleys.  An  industrial  area  that 
includes  an  olive  press  and  store¬ 
houses  where  the  olive  oil  was  kept 
is  currently  being  uncovered  next  to 
the  estate. 

Dozens  of  rock-hewn  winepresses 
that  reflect  the  importance  of  viti¬ 
culture  and  the  wine  industry  in  the 
area  were  exposed  in  the  cultivation 
plots  next  to  the  estate.  The  estate 
house  was  built  of  massive  walls  in 
order  to  provide  security  from  the 
attacks  of  marauding  bandits. 

Numerous  bronze  coins  minted 
by  the  Hasmonean  kings  were  also 
discovered  in  the  excavation.  They 
bear  the  names  of  the  kings  such  as 
Yehohanan,  Judah,  Jonathan  or  Mat- 
tathias  and  his  title:  High  Priest  and 
Head  of  the  Council  of  the  Jews. 

The  finds  indicate  that  the  estate 
continued  to  operate  throughout  the 
Early  Roman  period. 

The  Jewish  inhabitants  of  the 
estate  meticulously  adhered  to 
the  laws  of  ritual  purity  and  im¬ 
purity:  they  installed  ritual  baths 
(miqwe’ot)  in  their  settlement  and 

( 'ontinued 


12 


Photo  courtesy  Israel  Antiquities  Authority 

Ruins  of  an  agricultural  estate  built  by  a  Jewish  family  during  the  Hasmonean  period. 


Continued 

used  vessels  made  of  chalk,  which 
according  to  Jewish  law  cannot  be¬ 
come  ritually  unclean.  Evidence  was 
discovered  at  the  site  suggesting 
that  the  residents  of  the  estate  also 
participated  in  the  first  revolt  against 
the  Romans  that  broke  out  in  66  CE: 
the  coins  that  were  exposed  from 
this  period  are  stamped  with  the  date 
“Year  Two”  of  the  revolt  and  the 
slogan  “Freedom  of  Zion”. 

The  estate  continued  to  operate 
even  after  the  destruction  of  the 
Temple  in  70  CE.  “It  seems  that 
local  residents  did  not  give  up  hope 
of  gaining  their  independence  from 
Rome,  and  they  were  well-prepared 
to  fight  the  enemy  during  the  Bar 
Kokhba  uprising”,  said  Tendler. 

“During  the  excavation  we  saw 
how  prior  to  the  uprising  the  inhab¬ 
itants  of  the  estate  filled  the  living 
rooms  next  to  the  outer  wall  of  the 
building  with  large  stones,  thus  cre¬ 


ating  a  fortified  barrier.  In  addition, 
we  discovered  hiding  refuges  that 
were  hewn  in  the  bedrock  beneath 
the  floors  of  the  estate  house.  These 
refuge  complexes  were  connected 
by  means  of  tunnels  between  water 
cisterns,  storage  pits  and  hidden 
rooms. 

In  one  of  the  adjacent  excavation 
areas  a  mikveh  (Jewish  ritual  bath) 
of  impressive  beauty  was  exposed; 
when  we  excavated  deeper  in  the 
bath  we  discovered  an  opening  in¬ 
side  it  that  led  to  an  extensive  hiding 
refuge  in  which  numerous  artifacts 
were  found  that  date  to  the  time  of 
the  Bar  Kokhba  uprising”. 

The  unique  finds  revealed  in  the 
excavation  will  be  preserved  in  an 
archaeological  park  in  the  heart  of 
the  new  neighborhood  slated  for 
construction  in  Modifin-Maccabim- 
Re‘ut.  nu 

Reprinted  with  permission  from 
the  Israel  Exploration  Society. 
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Numismatists  interested  in 
Judaica,  or  indeed  in  any 
other  theme,  not  infre¬ 
quently  find  themselves  thinking 
about  what  the  limits  of  “numis¬ 
matics”  should  be  with  respect  to 
inclusions  within  their  own  personal 
collections.  There  are  people  who 
favor  banknotes,  many  who  focus 
on  official  circulating  coinage,  some 
who  like  attractive  commemorative 
coins  or  pseudo-coins  even  if  they 
were  made  just  for  sale  to  collectors. 

Then,  of  course,  there  are  medal 
collectors.  However,  while  many 
conceive  of  medals  only  as  round 


Poster  image  courtesy  www.judaica-europeana.eu/ 
Above:  A  191 7 fundrasing poster  issued  by 
the  Joint  Distribution  Committee  (previously 
known  as  the  American  Jewish  Joint  Distri¬ 
bution  Committee,  formed  in  1914). 

“table  medals”  capable  of  being  held 
in  the  hand,  others  seek  out  wearable 
badges  and  military  decorations; 
some  favor  “art  medals”  or  even 
one-sided  medallions  and  plaques 
of  a  size  more  suitable  to  a  wall  or 
mantelpiece. 

When  it  comes  to  much  smaller 
wearable  items,  such  as  lapel  pins 
and  pin-back  buttons,  whether  such 
should  even  be  considered  numis- 

Continued 
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matic  at  all  remains  a  question,  this 
despite  the  many  similarities  of  de¬ 
sign,  iconography  and  manufacture 
these  miniatures  share  with  more 
conventional  medals.  There  are,  of 
course,  no  rules  that  limit  what  col¬ 
lectors  may  collect  or  that  compel 
thoughts  about  the  proper  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  various  categories 
mentioned  above. 

This  brief  rumi¬ 
nation  is  by  way 
of  introducing  the 
idea  that  ephem¬ 
eral  collectables, 
things  that  were 
not  expected  to 
be  preserved  for 
very  long  and  so  were  originally 
neither  produced  or  imagined  as  col¬ 
lectables,  a  category  that  includes  a 
wide  variety  of  organizational  pins 
and  small  badges,  can  be  a  most 
interesting  and  adventuresome  col¬ 
lecting  option. 

Jewish  communities  and  institu¬ 
tions  prior  to  the  foundation  of 
the  state  of  Israel  were  relatively 
infrequently  in  a  position  to  issue 
more  substantial  medals  or  decora¬ 
tions,  still  less  circulating  coinage, 
so  some  collectors  of  Judaica  may 
well  have  noticed  that  much  Jewish- 
related  ephemeral  insignia  survives 
and  that  much  of  it  has  interesting 
tales  to  tell. 

During  the  First  World  War  mil¬ 
lions  of  Jews  still  lived  in  “the  old 
country,”  especially  in  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  and  Russian  Empires  of 


Central  and  Eastern  Europe  as  well 
as  in  Palestine  where  protracted 
military  campaigns  took  place.  The 
local  authorities  on  all  sides  of  the 
conflict  in  Eastern  Europe  often 
displaced,  even  deliberately  expelled 
Jews  from  their  settled  habita¬ 
tions  either  because  of  anti-Semitic 
prejudice  or  to  facilitate  troop  move¬ 
ments. 

This  reality, 
coupled  with  the 
fact  that  the  Jews 
in  such  war-rav¬ 
aged  zones  were 
often  impover¬ 
ished  to  begin 
with,  resulted  in 
great  hardship, 
with  hunger,  disease  and  maltreat¬ 
ment  combining  to  cause  extreme 
suffering  among  Jewish  populations. 

By  the  time  of  the  First  World 
War,  on  the  other  hand,  massive 
Jewish  immigration  to  the  United 
States  for  more  than  35  years  had 
already  resulted  in  large  though  not 
uniformly  prosperous  Jewish-Amer- 
ican  aggregations,  especially  in  New 
York  and  other  major  cities. 

These  recent  immigrants  still 
retained  close  ties  to  their  relatives 
and  communities  in  the  Old  World 
and  consequently  were  deeply 
concerned  for  the  suffering  of  their 
family,  friends  and  co-religionists 
trapped  in  the  European  war,  even 
prior  to  April  1917  when  the  United 
States  became  militarily  involved  in 
the  war. 

Continued 
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Celluloid  Button  -  Central  Jewish  Relief 
Committee,  SI  mm. 

Continued 

The  American  Jewish  Joint  Distri¬ 
bution  Committee  (later  the  “Joint 
Distribution  Committee”  or  JDC) 
was  formed  in  1914,  amalgamat¬ 
ing  several  earlier  Jewish  relief 
organizations,  such  as  the  American 
Jewish  Committee  and  the  Union  of 
Orthodox  Jewish  Congregations  of 
America,  with  the  specific  objective 
of  raising  funds  for  the  sufferers  on 
both  sides  of  the  conflict  in  the  war 
zones.  In  fact,  similar  organizations 
for  aiding  war-distressed  Jews  also 
existed  in  the  German,  Austro-Hun¬ 
garian,  Russian  and  Ottoman  Em¬ 
pires,  and  in  other  eastern  European 
countries. 

In  America,  many  different  chari¬ 
ties  operated  under  various  names 
and  in  fact  often  overlapped  and 
cooperated.  The  Central  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  Relief  of  Jews  Suffer¬ 
ing  Through  the  War  (the  “Central 
Relief  Committee”),  for  example, 
was  founded  in  October  1914  but  by 
November  of  the  same  year  was  ab¬ 
sorbed  within  The  American  Jewish 


Relief  Committee,  soon  to  become 
the  JDC. 

The  JDC  was  directed  by  wealthy 
and  assimilating  notables,  princi¬ 
pally  of  German  origin,  such  as 
Jacob  Schiff,  Felix  Warburg  and 
Louis  Marshall,  and  it  addressed  its 
appeals  primarily  to  the  established 
upper  and  middle  classes.  Contribu¬ 
tions  within  this  group  were  often 
quite  large,  ranging  from  tens  of 
thousands  to  as  much  as  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars. 

The  People’s  Relief  Committee 
for  Jewish  War  Sufferers  (PRC),  on 
the  other  hand,  was  founded  in  July 
1915  by  predominantly  secular  ele¬ 
ments  and  especially  the  organized 
labor  groups  under  the  Chairman¬ 
ship  of  Meyer  London,  the  Jewish 
Congressman  from  the  Lower  East 
Side  of  Manhattan  who  had  been 
elected  on  the  Socialist  Party  line. 

Though  these  two  major  organi¬ 
zations,  the  JDC  and  the  PRC,  and 
still  others,  generally  collaborated 
in  an  often  emotional  and  ultimately 
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Stamp  issued  by  the  Central  Committee  & 
American  Jewish  Relief  Committee  1914, 
31  x  25  mm.  The  stamp  is  a  chit  represent¬ 
ing  a  contribution  of  one  cent  in  the  form 
of  a  blue  and  white  postage  stamp  dated 
1914;  but  the  date  is  also  given  as  5675  in¬ 
dicating  that  it  was  printed  after  the  Jewish 
New  Year,  that  is  after  Sept.  21,  1914. 
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successful  fund  raising  campaign, 
in  contrast  to  the  JDC,  the  PRC  was 
primarily  supported  by  Yiddish¬ 
speaking  Eastern  Jews  such  as 
Abraham  Cahan,  Louis  Lipsky 
and  Shalom  Asch,  and  focused  its 
fund-raising  efforts  on  newer  and 
inevitably  less  prosperous  recent 
immigrants. 

The  PRC’s  publicity  accordingly 
tended  to  be  expressed  in  Yiddish  as 
well  as  English  issuing  their  appeals 
as  well  as  the  ephemeral  receipts 
and  badges  they  offered  for  contri¬ 
butions  that  more  typically  ranged 
from  as  little  as  five  cents  up  to  a 
dollar.  It  was  the  PRC  that  appears 
to  have  issued  most  if  not  all  of  the 
lapel  badges  or  celluloid  buttons 
illustrated  in  this  article  as  publicly 
wearable  signs  of  individual  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  fund-raising  cam¬ 
paign. 

The  Central  Relief  Committee 
seems  to  have  produced  the  earli¬ 
est  quasi-numismatic  collectables 


for  Jewish  war  relief,  albeit  under 
slightly  differing  names.  A  chit  rep¬ 
resenting  a  contribution  of  one  cent 
in  the  form  of  a  blue  and  white  post¬ 
age  stamp  is  dated  1914;  but  the  date 
is  also  given  as  5675  indicating  that 
it  was  printed  after  the  Jewish  New 
Year,  that  is  after  Sept.  21,  1914. 

The  issuer  of  this  receipt  is  given 
as  “The  Central  Committee  in 
Cooperation  with  the  American 
Jewish  Relief  Committee,”  making 
clear  that  it  was  printed  before  the 
American  Joint  Distribution  Com¬ 
mittee  was  founded  in  November  of 
that  same  year.  A  2 1  mm  celluloid 
button  (shown  on  the  previous  page) 
bearing  the  slightly  different  name 
of  the  “Central  Jewish  Committee" 
at  63  Park  Row,  New  York,  displays 
a  sepia-tinged  circular  image  featur¬ 
ing  a  woman  representing  America 
seated  against  a  background  of  the 
stars  and  stripes  who  extends  her 
hand  towards  a  mass  of  pleading 
Jewish  refugees. 

Continued 
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Celluloid  Button,  Central  Jewish  Relief 
Committee.  31  millimeters. 

Continued 

The  very  same  image,  though  in 
black,  blue  and  white,  appears  on  an 
undated  but  presumably  contempo¬ 
rary  dime  pocket-bank;  on  the  bank, 
however,  the  organization’s  name 
is  given  in  yet  a  third  form,  as  the 
“Central  Committee  for  the  Relief  of 
Jews  Suffering  Through  the  War.” 

The  bank  bears  an  exhortation 
that  “The  Jews  Look  to  America  for 
Help”  and,  additionally,  a  Hebrew 
language  statement  that  translates 
as  “The  voice  of  thy  brother’s  blood 
cries  out  to  you.”  This  latter  quota¬ 
tion  slightly  varies.  The  text  in  Gen¬ 
esis  4:10  where,  in  the  aftermath  of 
Cain’s  slaying  of  Abel,  the  victim’s 
blood  is  understood  to  be  crying  out 
to  the  Lord  from  the  earth. 

An  item  linked  textually  to  the 
above  described  bank,  though  dated 
somewhat  later  and  lacking  any 
organizational  specificity,  is  a  21 
millimeter  celluloid  badge  which 
carries  the  very  same  Hebrew  quota¬ 
tion.  (Compare  both,  shown  above.) 


Although  undated,  this  dime  pocket  bank 
bears  the  image  and  the  same  message  as 
other  mementos  of  campaigns  for  the  relief 
of  Jews  suffering  during  World  War  1. 

The  badge  itself  is  a  colorful  item, 
displaying  the  stars  and  stripes  of 
the  American  flag  as  well  as  a  cen¬ 
tral  figure  in  blue  and  white,  colors 
already  associated  with  Jewish 
causes.  The  figure  is  a  bearded  man 
in  winter  clothing,  turned  slightly 
to  the  left,  carrying  a  child  wrapped 
in  a  blanket  in  his  right  hand  and  a 
sack  in  his  left;  of  this  figure,  clearly 
a  refugee,  more  will  be  said  later. 

This  button  also  has  the  same  ac¬ 
companying  English  language  text: 
“The  Jews  Look  to  America  for 
Help.”  A  paper  insert  on  the  back 
of  this  celluloid  badge  advertises  a 
particular  forthcoming  fund-raising 

Continued 


18 


Celluloid  button  front  "Jews  Look  to 
America  for  Help,  "March  1916,  Boston. 
21  mm. 


Celluloid  button  back  "Jews  Look  to 
America  for  Help,  ”  March  1916,  Boston. 
21  mm. 
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event  and  is  imprinted  with  the 
following  statement:  “Remember, 
Relief  Ball,  March  15,  1916,  Sym¬ 
phony  Hall,  Boston,”  and  addition¬ 
ally  notes  the  manufacturer’s  name: 
The  Whitehead  &  Hoag  Co,  New¬ 
ark,  N.J. 

An  identical  celluloid  badge  is 
known  without  the  Relief  Ball  text; 
the  paper  insert  on  the  back  of  this 
latter  badge  merely  identifying 
the  Whitehead  and  Hoag  Co.  as  a 
manufacturer  of  “buttons,  badges, 
novelties  and  signs”  and  displaying 
a  union  label  that  was  absent  on  the 
item  just  described.  Presumably  this 
variant  also  dates  to  about  1916. 

The  standing  figure  with  child 
shown  on  these  as  well  as  on  other 
badges  to  be  described  subsequently 
was  based  upon  a  statuette  sculpted 
by  Jules  Louis  (Leon)  Butensky 
(1871  to  1 947)  which  was  clearly  in¬ 
spired  by  the  plight  of  contemporary 


Jewish  refugees. 

Known  in  English  as  “Exile,”  but 
actually  inscribed  on  its  base  in  Yid¬ 
dish  as  “Goles”  (diaspora),  and  on 
some  specimens  also  bearing  an  ad¬ 
ditional  inscription  “They  are  gone 
without  strength  before  the  pursuer” 
(Lamentations  1:6),  this  bronze,  was 
cast  by  the  Cellini  Bronze  Works  of 
New  York  in  1915  and  is  known  in 
two  different  sizes,  13%  and  26% 
inches  tall  respectively. 

One  specimen  was  presented  to 
President  Woodrow  Wilson  and 
entered  the  White  House  collec¬ 
tion,  another  came  to  the  Newark 
Museum  in  1921;  at  least  four  other 
examples  have  appeared  at  public 
auctions  in  the  past  20  years. 

Butensky,  born  in  Stolovici,  Rus¬ 
sia,  initially  trained  with  the  famous 
Russo-Jewish  sculptor  Mark  An¬ 
tokolski  (as  had  also  Boris  Schatz) 
before  moving  to  Vienna  where  he 
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studied  at  the  Imperial  Academy  of 
Art  and  then  on  to  Paris  where  he 
studied  under  Antonin  Mercie  and 
Alfred  Boucher.  He  finally  settled 
in  New  York  in  1905  where  he  lived 
and  worked  thereafter.  He  enjoyed 
moderate  success  and,  apart  from 
private  sales,  his  sculptures  were 
accessioned  by  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art  and  by  other  presti¬ 
gious  institutions. 

Butensky’s  sculpture,  “Exile,” 
then  was  a  suitable,  even  obvious, 
contemporary  image  for  publicity 
relating  to  the  People’s  Relief  Com¬ 
mittee  fund-raising  efforts.  A  Yid¬ 
dish  language  handbill,  undated  but 
presumably  circulated  about  1916, 
passionately  advocates  for  contribu¬ 
tions  on  behalf  of  Jews  suffering 
because  of  the  European  turmoil 
caused  by  the  First  World  War.  It 
describes  and  illustrates  a  badge  it 
dramatically  names  the  “Button  of 
Tears  and  Blood.” 

Remarkably,  however,  this  docu¬ 
ment,  though  linked  on  its  reverse 
side  to  a  nationwide  list  of  local 
offices  of  the  union  of  United  Cloth 
Hat  and  Cap  Makers  of  North 
America  which  presumably  both 
underwrote  its  printing  and  distri¬ 
bution,  gives  neither  the  name  nor 
address  of  the  actual  sponsor  of  this 
charitable  effort.  The  use  again  of 
Butensky’s  statue  as  the  image  for 
this  paper  appeal  of  course  strongly 
suggests  a  connection  to  the  previ¬ 
ously  described  fund-raising  efforts 
associated  with  the  celluloid  button 


Statue  by  Jules  Louis  (Leon)  Butensky 

(1871  to  1947)  that  was  the  source  of  in¬ 
spiration  for  the  main  image  used  on  many 
celluloid  buttons  seeking  aid  for  belea- 
gured  Jews  during  WWI. 

of  1916  and  thus  to  the  People’s 
Relief  Committee  campaign. 

The  so-called  “button”  illustrated 
on  the  handbill  is  oval  and  presents 
an  image  of  the  previously  described 
statue  with  its  principle  subject 
slightly  turned  and  looking  toward 
the  left.  The  base  on  which  the  male 
figure  stands  is  inscribed  in  Yiddish, 
“Goles”  (Diaspora  or  Exile).  The 
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Front  of  a  one-page  handbill  announcing  Jewish  War 
Sufferers  Aid"  dating  from  approximately  1916-1917. 
Original  is  118  x  132  mm. 


surrounding  inscription  is  in 
Yiddish  and  may  be  trans¬ 
lated  as:  ‘‘Help  for  the  Jewish 
War  Sufferers  (War  Sacrifi¬ 
cial  Victims)” 

The  emotional  Yiddish 
text  of  the  handbill  is  worth 
translating  in  detail: 

“  This  is  an  enlarged  pic¬ 
ture  of  a  button  that  the  relief 
committee  is  selling  to  sup¬ 
port  the  war  sufferers  (“War 
Sacrificial  Victims  ”).  It  is  an 
attractive  button  in  gold  and 
blue.  It  costs  a  dollar 
Buy  such  a  button  and 
always  wear  it  in  your  lapel 
(For  ladies  it  has  been  made 
in  the  form  of  a  pin) 

This  is  a  badge  of  your 
sympathy  for  the  unfortunate. 
Always  wear  it  and  see  to  it 
that  your  friends  wear  it!  Ev¬ 
ery >  Jew  should  wear  such  a 
button;  every  woman  or  girl 
should  wear  such  a  pin! 

It  would  be  shameful  (a 
“shandeh  “)  to  walk  in  the 
street  without  such  a  button,  without 
such  a  pin.  How  can  one  forget  the 
great  tragedy  of  our  people  for  even 
a  minute.  This  tragedy  should  be 
engraved  on  everyone  s  heart. 

May  the  button  serve  everyone  as 
an  external  sign  or  our  inner  pain, 
of  our  inner  love. 

To  foil  swindlers  buy  the  button 
only  from  people  you  know. 

The  picture  on  the  button  is  a  copy 


of  the  figure  representing  the  Jew  as 
an  eternal  wanderer:  The  figure  was 
created  by  the  famous  Jewish  sculp¬ 
tor,  Butensky. 

Presumably  badges  exist  that  are 
identical  to  the  illustration  on  the 
handbill,  that  is  with  the  text  in  Yid¬ 
dish,  however  at  present  we  have  not 
encountered  such  a  version. 

Rather,  similarly  formed  badges, 
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Two  badges  with  a  design  adapted  from  a  Jules  Louis  (Leon)  Betensky  (1871-1947)  statue 
shown  on  Page  20  use  different  statue  perspectives.  The  first,  at  left,  uses  dashes  to  bracket 
the  word  "aid"  and  the  other,  right,  uses  pellets.  Both  share  a  common  back,  below. 


Continued 

made  of  brass  with  a  gilt 
central  image  and  blue 
enameling,  but  with 
the  text  in  English: 

“Aid  for  the  Jewish 
War  Sufferers,”  are 
known  and  shown 
here. 

There  seem  to  be 
at  least  two  variants 
both  measuring  17x12 
mm  and  both  clearly 
embossed  on  their  reverse 
sides  with  the  words  “People’s 
Relief  Committee.” 

The  first,  and  possibly  earlier 
variety,  circa  1917,  shows  the  word 
“Aid”  bracketed  by  two  lines  or 
dashes  that  separate  it  from  the  rest 
of  the  legend.  This  type  shows  the 
Butensky  statue  with  the  Yiddish 


word  “Goles”  below,  but  with 
the  figure  seen  as  fac¬ 
ing  partially  to  the  right 
rather  than  to  the  left  as 
on  the  handbill. 

A  second  variety 
shows  the  word  “Aid” 
separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  legend  by 
simple  points  rather 
than  dashes.  The  standing 
figure  on  this  type  is  seen 
turned  more  fully  to  the  right 
so  that  the  child  carried  in  his  hand 
now  faces  the  viewer. 

Another  item  depicting  the  Bu¬ 
tensky  statue  is  a  green  and  white 
paper  receipt,  measuring  77  x  140 
mm,  that  was  given  for  a  donation 
of  five  cents  to  the  explicitly  named 
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^  green  and  white  receipt  in  the  denomination  of  5  cents  given  for  a  donation  to  the 
“People  s  Relief  Committee  for  the  Jewish  War  Sufferers  ”  in  both  Hebrew  and  English. 
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“People’s  Relief  Committee  for  the 
Jewish  War  Sufferers,’'  the  cause 
being  specified  in  Yiddish  as  well  as 
in  English. 

Here,  again,  the  statue  is  presented 
within  an  oval,  though  in  this  case 
the  perspective  shows  both  man  and 
child  facing  slightly  to  the  left,  as  on 
the  handbill. 

Most  of  the  specimens  just  de¬ 
scribed,  as  well  as  the  handbill, 
which  present  varying  aspects  of  the 
Butensky  statue,  seem  to  be  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  PRC  fund-raising  ef¬ 
fort,  but  two  of  the  celluloid  buttons 
are  also  iconographically  or  textu- 
ally  linked  to  the  Central  Committee 
bank. 

As  already  noted,  there  was  much 
fluidity  of  nomenclature  as  well  as 
of  imagery  in  the  fundraising  efforts 
for  Jewish  refugees  under  discus¬ 
sion.  Yet  another  quite  different  and 
undated  celluloid  of  the  People’s  Re¬ 
lief  Committee  for  the  Jewish  War 
Sufferers  shows  the  colors  of  the 
American  flag,  but  it  is  not  other¬ 


wise  graphically  related  to  the  items 
just  discussed. 

There  are  many  other  celluloid 
buttons  associated  with  contempo¬ 
rary  efforts  to  raise  money  to  allevi¬ 
ate  the  circumstances  of  Jews  suffer¬ 
ing  in  Europe  and  Palestine  during 
World  War  I,  but  which  advertise 
still  other  organizations. 

Two  of  these  refer  specifically  to 
the  “Jewish  War  Relief  and  Welfare 
Fund.”  On  Dec.  2,  1917,  a  dinner 
honoring  Jacob  Schiff,  who  had 
just  personally  pledged  $200,000, 
was  held  at  the  Hotel  Astor  in  New 
York  specifically  for  the  benefit  of 
this  Fund  and  attracted  more  than 
600  members  of  the  German-Jewish 
elite. 

One  may  therefore  suppose  that 
the  two  celluloids  described  below 
that  textually  cite  this  same  char¬ 
ity  were  issued  circa  1917/1918  for 
the  benefit  of  this  particular  fund, 
though  as  part  of  the  effort  of  the 
umbrella  organization  by  then  long 
established  as  the  American  Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC). 
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The  21  mm  celluloid  badge  above  left,  has  as  its  central  image  a  red  heart.  The  other 
badge,  above  right,  is  similarly  sized  but  has  a  different  organizational  title.  The  badges 
were  issued  circa  1917-1918. 
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One  such  badge,  2 1  mm  in  diam¬ 
eter  displays  a  simple  red-colored 
heart.  The  second,  the  same  size, 
shows  crossed  flags  in  full  color,  to 
the  left  that  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  right  a  Zionist  flag  of  blue  and 
white  horizontally  divided,  with  a 
gold  Star  of  David  superimposed 
upon  it.  Both  have  paper  inserts  on 
their  reverses  indicating  that  they 
too  are  products  of  the  Whitehead 
&  Hoag  Company  in  Newark,  New 
Jersey. 

Another  similarly  sized  celluloid, 
also  a  Whitehead  &  Hoag  issue, 
displays  similar  crossed  flags,  but 
shows  in  addition  a  young  girl  with 
outstretched  arms  and,  below,  the 
text  “In  Their  Name  I  Plead.”  Its 
sponsorship  is  specified  as  “Ameri¬ 
can  Jewish  War  Relief,”  which  de¬ 
spite  the  slight  difference  in  the  or¬ 
ganizational  title,  is  also  very  likely 
a  1 9 1 8  issue  of  a  JDC  subsidiary. 

Yet  other  celluloid  buttons  bear¬ 


ing  still  more  varied  inscriptions  and 
graphics  leave  unclear  whether  they 
were  issued  formally  in  coordina¬ 
tion  with  the  JDC,  the  PRC,  or  other 
organizations. 

One,  clearly  for  local  circula¬ 
tion  (shown  on  the  following  page) 
and  again  produced  by  Whitehead 
&  Hoag,  is  an  oval  celluloid  blue 
and  white  button  that  illustrates  the 
metaphor  of  a  man  and  woman. 

Both  are  well  dressed  and  standing 
on  a  pier,  throwing  a  life-preserver 
to  a  drowning  man  in  the  water 
below. 

The  inscription  -  mnpin 
nxbNJO'nyi  Dnx”]  on  tk  rfjnan 
P"innn  -  “The  Newark  Society  of 
Volunteers  for  the  War’s  Victims,” 
is  the  name  of  this  obscure  group, 
again  using  the  emotive  Yiddish  ex¬ 
pression  “war  sacrifices”  to  describe 
the  refugees  as  victims. 

Another,  32  mm  in  diameter,  in 
blue  and  white,  has  a  Star  of  David, 
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Above  left:  The  Newark  Society  of  Volunteers  for  the  War  s  Victims  is  the  name  of  the  group 
that  issued  this  oval  celluloid  badge  with  its  image  of  a  man  and  a  woman  throwing  a  life 
preserver  to  a  man  about  to  drown  in  the  water  At  right,  top:  a  32  mm  badge  features  a  Star 
of  David  and  the  declaration  “I  Gave  for  the  War  Sufferers.  ” 

Above,  right:  The  Jewish  Relief  Campaign  sponsored  this  blue  badge,  which  is  distinguished 
from  a  similar  badge  show  on  the  following  page,  by  its  "Official"  title  at  badge  bottom. 


Continued 

and  a  central  declaration:  “I  Gave 
for  the  War  Sufferers.”  Sponsorship 
by  the  “Consolidated  Trades  Com¬ 
mittee”  is  specified  above  while 
below  “American  Jewish  Relief’  is 
identified  as  the  goal,  or  possibly  an 
organizational  affiliation. 

The  “Jewish  Relief  Campaign” 
was  the  sponsor  of  two  further  cel¬ 
luloid  badges,  both  with  blue  back¬ 
grounds,  showing  a  loaf  of  bread 


with  the  imperative  word  “Share” 
imprinted  upon  it. 

One  of  these,  undated  and  25  mm 
in  diameter,  shows  the  loaf  of  bread 
colored  brown,  with  the  word  “Of¬ 
ficial”  added,  presumably  to  indicate 
its  use  as  an  insignia  for  official  col¬ 
lectors  of  contributions  rather  than 
as  a  badge  given  to  donors. 

Contemporary  posters  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  Relief  Campaign  echo  and  elabo¬ 
rate  the  imperative  motive  of  sharing 
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one’s  bread  with  refugees. 

Another  closely  related 
celluloid,  21  mm  in  diam¬ 
eter,  with  same  organiza¬ 
tional  title,  loaf  of  bread 
emblem  and  “Share”  motto, 
with  the  added  date  “191 9,” 
indicates  the  continuing 
need  for  relief  assistance 
to  Jews  even  after  the  First 
World  War  had  formally 
ended,  for  strife  continued 
in  Poland  and  Russia  well 
into  the  early  1920s. 

This  latter  badge  bears  a 
paper  insert  on  its  reverse 
indicating  that  it  was  pro¬ 
duced  by  the  Pilgrim  Spe¬ 
cialty  Co  of  Malden,  Mass. 

Finally,  we  may  note  a 
celluloid  badge  of  an  entire¬ 
ly  different  character,  produced  by 
yet  another  company,  Ehrman,  also 
located  in  Malden,  Mass. 

It’s  undated,  in  black  and  white 
and  20  mm  in  diameter.  It  features 
a  bearded  Jewish  farmer  carrying  a 
scythe  walking  toward  a  house,  its 
text  is  entirely  in  Yiddish:  WVWVl 
DNbpo  rrbq  Dio  t  jcdtoi  ittoi  k1]  t 
ftbnan  bynsn, “Popular  Jewish  Help 
for  Workers’  Homes  in  the  War-Torn 
Lands.” 

As  we  have  just  noted,  war-torn 
lands  is  a  designation  applicable  to 
Jewish  shtetls  both  before  and  for 
a  considerable  time  after  the  Armi¬ 
stice  of  November  1918. 

No  doubt  other  numismatic  mem- 


xfa  Jewish  Relief  y*y 
v*  Campaign 


Above:  A  beautifully  designed  poster  from 
1918  for  the  “  Jewish  Relief  Campaign  - 
SHARE”. 

Below:  A  celluloid  button  “ Jewish  Relief 
Campaign-Share- 1 919”  21  mm.  obverse 
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Above,  left:  The  Pilgrim  Specialty  Co.  manufactured  the  “ bread  loaf ”  badges  of  the  WW1 
Jewish  Relief  Campaign.  Above  right:  The  farmer  with  scythe  badge  translates:  “ Popular 
Jewish  Help  for  Workers  'Homes  in  the  War-Torn  Lands.  ” 
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orabilia  and  ephemera  remain  to  be 
described  that  reflect  and  illuminate 
the  great  cooperative  effort  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Jews  of  the  United 
States,  rich  and  poor  alike,  for  the 
relief  of  their  co-religionists  who 
suffered  displacement,  discrimina¬ 
tion,  disease  and  hunger  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  Great  War. 

More  than  $10,000,000  was 
ultimately  collected  for  this  cause, 
a  sum  that  valued  in  current  dol¬ 
lars  would  more  likely  approximate 
$100,000,000. 

The  modesty  of  these  badges 
representing  small  individual  dona¬ 
tions  to  variously  named  campaigns 
stands  in  obvious  contrast  to  this 
impressive  overall  result,  but  each  of 
these  rather  humble  relics  represents 
a  personal  sacrifice,  made  mostly  by 
recent,  relatively  poor  Jewish  im¬ 
migrants. 

Thoughtful  collectors  of  such 
ephemeral  souvenirs  as  these  may 
therefore  experience  a  sense  of 
personal  contact  with  the  quintes¬ 


sentially  Jewish  response  of  their 
forbears  to  historical  events  now  a 
century  past. 

Such  memorabilia  afford  current 
owners  of  pride  in  ownership  and 
depth  of  understanding  to  be  sure 
but,  beyond  that,  they  continue  to 
serve  as  tangible  reminders  of  the 
Jewish  tradition  of  compassion  and 
charity,  values  we  continue  to  share 
in  our  own  troubled  times,  nu 

Illustrations  unless  otherwise  noted 
are  of  specimens  in  the  authors  ’ collec¬ 
tions . 
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Warburg’s  unique  medal 


A  Unique  Medal  by  Victor  D  Brenner  for  Felix  M  Warburg,  Chairman  of  the  American 
Joint  Distribution  Committee 


Felix  Moritz  Warburg  (1871- 
1937)  was  a  highly  successful 
German-bom  Jewish  banker  who  emi¬ 
grated  to  the  United  States  from  Ham¬ 
burg  in  1 894,  married  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  H.  Schiff  of  Kuhn,  Loeb  &  Co. 
and  was  prominent  in  United  States 
financial  affairs  as  well  as  in  Jewish 
communal  and  philanthropic  activities. 
His  former  Fifth  Avenue  Mansion  now 
houses  New  York’s  Jewish  Museum. 

He  served  as  Chairman  of  the 
American  Joint  Distribution  Com¬ 
mittee  (AJDC)  from  1914  throughout 
World  War  I,  personally  contributing 
over  $  1 00,000  to  New  York  City’s 
total  wartime  campaign  goal  of 
$5,000,000. 

His  efforts  as  chairman  were  hon¬ 
ored  by  an  apparently  unique  gold 
medal,  4  %  inches  in  diameter,  that 
was  executed  by  Victor  D.  Brenner 
and  presented  to  Warburg  in  Decem¬ 


ber,  1918. 

The  obverse  field  has  the  Hebrew 
text  phy  rro-Q  “blessings  upon 
the  heads  of  the  righteous”  (Proverbs 
10:6)  and  a  menorah  enclosed  within 
a  circular  band  bearing  the  inscription 
“TO  FELIX  M  WARBURG  FROM 
THE  GRATEFUL  JEWRY  OF  NEW 
YORK  DEC  22  1918”. 

The  unusual  reverse  design  displays 
the  amis  of  the  United  States  within 
a  large  Star  of  David;  the  Star's  six 
comer  angles  each  contain  the  capi¬ 
tal  letter  “S”  meant  to  complete  the 
surrounding  circular  array  of  words 
indicating  Warburg’s  attributes  as 
“SYMPATHY.  SINCERITY.  SER¬ 
VICE.  SMILES.  SELF-DENIAL. 
SACRIFICE”. 

Though  the  present  location  of  this 
medal  is  unknown,  the  medal  was  de¬ 
scribed  and  pictured  in  The  Jeweler  s 
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Circular ,  volume  LXXVII,  No.  24,  pp. 
49  &  5 1  (January  15,  1 9 1 9)  as  well  as 
The  Bulletin  of  the  Joint  Distribution 
Committee  Representing  the  American 


Jewish  Relief  Committee,  the  Central 
Relief  Committee  and  the  People’s 
Relief  Committee,  volume  3,  No.  3-4, 
p.32  (November-December  1918).  nu 
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Pioneers  in  Raising  Funds  for  the  Relief  of  Jews  Suffering  through  the  War,  1 91 7. 
Source:  Yeshiva  University’  Archives,  Central  Relief  Committee  Collection. 
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The  battle  for 
Ammunition  Hi 


HQH 


tttMNMr" 


im 


Paratroopers  from  the  Israeli  Defense  Force  assault  the  bunkers  and  trenches  on  Ammu¬ 
nition  Hill  on  June  6,  1967.  The  four-hour  battle  was  one  of  the  deadliest  in  the  Six  Day 
War,  and  gave  the  IDF  the  high  ground  necessary’  to  take  Jerusalem. 


By  June  Glazer 


There  are  two  underlying  mes¬ 
sages  visitors  to  Ammunition 
Hill  usually  take  away  after  spending 
time  delving  into  the  site’s  history. 
One  is  about  heroism.  The  other  is 
honor. 

In  the  dark,  early-morning  hours  of 
June  6,  1967,  115  Israeli  paratroop¬ 
ers  fiercely  fought  against  an  elite 
battalion  of  Jordanian  soldiers  for 
possession  of  this  strategic  hilltop, 
then  an  isolated  outcrop,  only  meters 
away  from  the  divided  capital’s  Old 
City. 

By  morning’s  light,  36  Israelis  and 
71  Jordanians  lay  dead,  but  the  hill 


was  in  Israeli  hands  and  the  victory 
led  directly  to  the  capture  of  the  Old 
City.  Owing  to  the  bravery  of  the 
Israeli  paratroopers  who  fought  that 
night  in  one  of  the  bloodiest  battles 
of  the  war,  the  site  became  a  national 
memorial  symbolizing  Jerusalem’s 
reunification.  Now,  a  Jewish  Na¬ 
tional  Fund-sponsored  heritage  site. 
Ammunition  Hill  is  visited  by  more 
than  270,000  tourists  a  year. 

As  for  honor,  a  guiding  principle 
of  the  Israel  Defense  Forces  (IDF) 
is  Tohar  Neshek,  or  “Morality  in 
Warfare.”  Emblazoned  in  Hebrew 
and  English  on  the  lobby  wall  of  the 
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Photos  courtesy  Goldberg  Auctions 


Israel  state  medal:  Ammunition  Hill,  State  Gold  Medal,  1987.  15  grams,  .750  fine,  30 
mm.  Also  issued  in  bronze  and  silver.  On  the  first  day  of fighting  in  the  battle  for  Jeru¬ 
salem,  36  Israeli  paratroopers  were  killed  during  a  night  attack  to  take  the  Jordanian 
positions  at  Ammunition  Hill. 
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Hill’s  Visitors  Center,  an  IDF  tenet 
reads: 

“  The  soldier  shall  make  use  of 
his  weaponry  and  power  only  for 
the  fulfillment  of  the  mission  and 
solely  to  the  extent  required.  He 
will  maintain  his  humanity  even  in 
combat.  The  soldier  shall  not  employ 
his  weaponry  and  power  in  order  to 
harm  noncombatants  or  prisoners  of 
war  and  shall  do  all  he  can  to  avoid 
harming  their  lives ,  bodies ,  honor, 
and  property.  ” 

“The  IDF  ingrains  in  us  that  you 
must  always  know  you  are  fighting 
against  a  man,”  said  Katri  Maoz, 
the  CEO  of  Ammunition  Hill  who 
served  as  Deputy  Brigade  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  55th  Paratrooper 
Brigade. 

“That  you  are  fighting  against  a 
human  being,  one  with  a  family  who 
was  just  sent  to  do  a  job.  You  must 


respect  him,  honor  his  fighting,  and 
respect  his  body  after  he  dies.  This  is 
our  tradition.  ” 

Outside  Maoz’s  office  window, 
some  400  new  paratrooper  recruits 
are  rehearsing  for  their  graduation 
ceremony  after  eight  months  of  basic 
training. 

The  ceremony  is  the  culmination  of 
a  week-long,  220-kilometer  trek;  the 
last  50  kilometers  are  walked  dur¬ 
ing  the  night  and  Ammunition  Hill 
is  reached  by  dawn.  In  the  lobby  and 
outside  in  the  courtyard,  hundreds 
of  family  members  and  friends  wait 
excitedly  for  the  start  of  the  official 
ceremony. 

But  back  to  the  past.  “The  Jorda¬ 
nians  fought  here  in  a  way  that  was 
heroic,”  Maoz  continued.  “They 
fought  hard  for  this  place.  They  were 
committed  to  their  mission.  After  the 
battle,  our  paratroopers  looked  upon 
their  own  comrades  who  died,  but 
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Contemporary  photo  of  the  fortified  trenches  and  hardened  hunkers  atop  Ammunition  Hill. 


Continued 

also  upon  the  Jordanians.  The  battle 
was  very  tough  and  the  Jordanians 
earned  their  respect.” 

The  surviving  paratroopers  buried 
1 7  Jordanians  who  had  been  killed 
in  a  bunker  on  top  of  the  hill.  They 
dug  a  grave  with  their  hands  and 
hung  a  sign  in  English  that  read: 
“Buried  here  are  1 7  brave  Jordanian 
soldiers.” 

“After  this  battle  the  paratroopers 
spent  hours  gathering  and  burying 
bodies,”  Maoz  said.  “They  could 
have  gone  on  to  fight  another  battle 
and  seek  more  glory,  but  they  stayed 
to  honor  their  enemy.” 

“This  is  what  separates  us  from 
other  armies  in  the  world,”  said 
Alon  Wald,  director  of  marketing 
and  events  at  Ammunition  Hill,  and 


former  paratrooper  whose  father, 
Captain  Rami  Wald,  fell  during  the 
battle.  “This  is  why  the  Jordanians 
respect  us.  They  understand  that  by 
telling  this  story,  by  telling  their  sto¬ 
ry,  we  mutually  admire  each  other.” 

Since  Israel  and  Jordan  signed  a 
peace  agreement  in  1 994,  the  former 
enemies  acknowledge  a  common 
heritage  that  includes  Ammunition 
Hill.  “Every  year,  Jordanians  come 
to  visit  this  sacred  ground.  It’s  a  me¬ 
morial  for  them  as  well,”  Wald  said. 
“It’s  amazing  to  see  them  and  hear 
about  the  battle  from  their  perspec¬ 
tive.” 

Leaving  Maoz’s  office  and  climb¬ 
ing  to  the  apex  of  the  hill,  Wald 
told  a  story  about  a  gruff  Jordanian 
captain  who  stood  at  the  top  and. 

Continued 
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A  1967  photograph  shows  the  close  proximity >  of  apartment  buildings  to  the  trenches  on  Ammunition 
Hill.  The  fortified  site  was  connected  by  trenches  to  a  Jordanian  Police  training  academy.  In  the  fierce 
four-hour  battle  to  capture  the  hill,  36  Israeli  and  72  Jordanian  soldiers  died.  A  fter  the  battle,  in  a 


remarkable  display  of  the  guiding  motto  of  the  IDF,  the  victorious  Israeli  soldiers  honored  their  dead 
and  the  dead  of  the  enemy,  in  a  significant  show  of  respect  for  all  as  men  with  families  and  a  country. 


Continued 

looking  out  at  the  new  neighbor¬ 
hoods  that  now  surround  the  site, 
marveled  at  the  changes  that  have 
taken  place  in  the  area.  “‘You  guys,’ 
the  captain  said  in  broken  English,  ‘if 
this  is  what  you  achieved  in  the  time 
since  taking  Jerusalem  from  us,  then 
maybe  it  was  worthwhile,’”  Wald 
recounted  the  captain  saying. 

“To  see  former  combatants  -  high- 
ranking  officers  from  both  sides 
-  meeting  each  other,  comparing 
wounds,  pulling  out  their  phones  to 
share  pictures  of  their  grandchildren, 
is  inspiring,”  he  added. 

Last  year,  a  four-man  delegation 
representing  the  Jordanian  Army 
came  to  Ammunition  Hill  at  Maoz’s 
invitation,  to  learn  about  what  hap¬ 
pened  there  from  the  Israeli  point 
of  view,  and  lay  the  groundwork 
for  future  cooperation.  Ammuni¬ 


tion  Hill  is  undergoing  renovations 
in  preparation  for  next  year’s  50th 
anniversary  of  the  battle  and  creating 
a  new  museum  that  will  tell  the  story 
of  the  Six-Day  War  from  both  sides. 
Spotlighted,  of  course,  will  be  what 
happened  on  the  site. 

The  Jordanians  are  planning  some¬ 
thing  similar  in  Amman  where  an 
existing  military  museum  is  slated 
for  expansion  to  spotlight  the  same. 

During  the  two  days  the  Jordanian 
delegation  met  with  Maoz  and  his 
staff,  the  group  took  time  to  tour  the 
stronghold  and  the  current  museum, 
as  well  as  to  exchange  stories  and 
anecdotes  about  the  battle  from  their 
respective  viewpoints. 

“One  of  the  most  poignant  mo¬ 
ments  of  the  tour  came  when  they 
stopped  here,”  said  Wald  while 
standing  at  the  Jordanian  command 
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A  contemporary  aerial  photograph  of  Ammunition  Hill  shows  the  elevation  rise  above  sur¬ 
rounding  land,  and  the  central  location  of  the  hardened  bunkers. 


Continued 

bunker  that  held  out  to  the  end  and 
where,  nearby,  the  17  Jordanians 
were  temporarily  buried.  One  of 
the  four  original  bunkers  still  stand¬ 
ing  -  pockmarked  with  Israeli  bullet 
holes  -  will  be  renovated  for  the  an¬ 
niversary  celebrations  and  become  a 
memorial  of  sorts  for  Jordanians  who 
visit  Ammunition  Hill. 

“It  will  commemorate  the  legacy 
of  two  armies  that  fought  each  other 
and  now  honor  each  other.  They,  like 
us,  were  part  of  a  mission  on  behalf 
of  their  battalion,  their  nation,”  Wald 
said. 

Among  the  Jordanian  delegation 
was  military  researcher  Dr.  Baker 
Khazan  Almajali,  who  said:  “I  see 
these  meetings  as  building  bridges. 
We  want  to  understand  the  other  and 
enable  the  other  to  understand  us. 


“We  want  to  maintain  peace  and 
the  hopes  and  ambitions  of  our 
generation  and  future  generations. 

We  need  to  always  look  toward  the 
future,  and  to  live  together  and  cre¬ 
ate  a  good  future  for  our  kids  and 
grandkids.” 

Below  the  bunker  site  the  para¬ 
troopers’  graduation  ceremony 
was  finally  underway;  guests  were 
crowded  around  the  actual  battlefield 
and  the  red  and  white  flags  of  the 
Paratroopers  Brigade  whipped  in  the 
breeze. 

Family  members  and  friends  stood 
proudly  as  they  watched  their  loved 
ones  called  up  by  name  to  exchange 
their  green  training  berets  for  the 
iconic  red  berets  of  the  IDF  Para¬ 
troopers.  mi 

Reprinted  with  permission  from  the 
Jewish  National  Fund. 
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A.I.N.A.  Marketplace 


The  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  (PAN)  is  a  non-profit  educational 
state  organization  founded  in  1978  consisting  of  individuals  and  coin  clubs  throughout 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States 


PAN  membership  is  open  to  any  individual  or  club  interested  in  the  study  and  collection 
of  coins,  currency,  medals,  tokens,  and  related  material  The  cost  is  $12  per  calendar 
year  (clubs  are  free).  You  will  receive  our  journal,  The  Clarion  published  three  times 
per  year  and  the  PAN  eNEWS,  a  free  electronic  newsletter. 


PAN  Coin  Shows  and  Conventions  occur  every  spring  in  early  May  and  fall  in  late 
October  at  the  Monroeville  Convention  Center,  209  Mall  Blvd,  Monroeville.  PA  15146 
There  are  more  than  130  tables  and  100  dealers  eager  to  buy,  sell,  or  trade  coins, 
paper  money,  tokens,  medals,  gold,  silver,  and  bullion. 


PAN 

1 985  Lincoln  Way 
Suite  23  #225 
White  Oak.  PA  15131 


email:  pancoms@gmail.com 


@pancoinsPAN 


website:  www.pancoins.org 


POSTCARDS  from 
the  HOLY  LAND 


SALO  AIZENBERG 

FOfCWORO  BY  ALAN  OC  RSMOW1 TZ 


Society  of  Israel  Philatelists,  Inc. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Wallace  24917  Hazelmere  Road 

Beachwood,  OH,  44122-3238 


Dues 

USA  Canada/Mexico  All  Others 

$30.00  $34.00  $43.00 

The  Society  of  Israel  Philatelists  is  a  nonsectarian  cultural  and 
educational  organization  dedicated  to  the  study  and  collecting  of 
all  philatelic  items  related  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  journal,  The  Israel  Philatelist,  is  published  6  times  a  year. 

w  \vw.  Israels  ta  mp  s .  co  m 


Coins  of  the  Holy  Land 


Volume  I 


Coins  of  the 
Holy  Land: 

T  he  Abraham  and  Marian 
Solaer  Collection  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Israel  Museum 


American 

Numismatic 

Society 

Publications 


Hardcover,  2  Volumes, 

Vol.  i:  344  pp.  Vol.  2:  244  pp.,  238  plates 

ISBN:  978  089722  283  9  (complete  2  volume  set) 

List  Price:  US  $190 

ANS  Member  Price:  US  $133 

Ancient  Coins  in  North  American  Collections  8 

(ACNAC  8)  2013 


The  Abraham  and  Marian  Sofaer  collection  consists  of  4,000  coins  and  related  objects 
prduced  by  the  peoples  who  inhabited  the  Holy  Land  from  the  Persian  period  in  the  5th  and 
4th  centuries  BCE  through  the  Crusader  Kingdom  in  the  13th  century  of  the  modern  era. 
Assembled  over  more  than  30  years,  the  collection  contains  gold,  silver,  and  bronze  coins  of  the 
Persians,  Greeks,  Samarians,  Jews,  Nabataeans,  Romans,  Byzantines,  Arabs,  and  Crusaders. 


The  book  was  written  by  Yaakov  Meshorer  with  Gabriela  Bijovsky  and  Wolfgang  Fischer- 
Bossert,  and  edited  by  David  Hendin  and  Andrew  Meadows. 

75  Varick  St.,  fl.  1 1 


For  more  information  or  to  order  your  copy  of 
this  book:  visit  our  web  store  at: 
http://numismatics.org/Store/ACNAC8 
or  call  Membership  at  212-571-4470  ext.  1 1 7 


New  York,  NY  10013 
t.  212-571-4470 

f.  212-571-4479 

www. numismatics.org 
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David  Hendin’s  GUIDE  to  BIBLICAL  COINS 

From  your  favorite  dealer, 
the  publisher,  or  Amazon.com 

Amphora  •  P.O.  Box  805  •  Nyack,  NY  10960 

AmphoraCoins@aol.com 


^IRA&LARKY^ 

GoldberG 

AUCTIONEERS 

Accepting  consignments  of  Ancient,  World  and  U.S.  Coins  for  our  three 
major  auctions  held  each  year.  Specializing  in  Ancient  Judean  Coins.  Member  PNG, 

Life  Members  ANA.  A  family  tradition  since  1931. 

1 1 400  W.  Olympic  Blvd  #800,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90064  •  (800)  978-2646  Fax  (3 1 0)  55 1  -2626 

Visit  our  website:  www.goldbergcoins.com 


WILLIAM  ROSENBLUM/RARE  COINS 
P.O.  Box  785,  Littleton,  CO  80160-0785 
Tel  720-981-0785  Fax  720-981-5345 
www.rosenblumcoins.com  -  bill@rosenblumcoins.com 
For  the  past  30  years  we  have  been  the  world’s  leading  dealer  in  all 
aspects  of  Ancient  Judaea,  Israel,  Palestine  and  Judaica  (including 
the  Holocaust)  as  related  to  coins,  medals,  banknotes,  tokens,  etc. 
Life  Member  of  ANA,  former  member  Board  of  Directors  of  AINA, 
Member  International  Association  of  Professional  Numismatists. 


THE  TOKEN  AND  MEDAL  SOCIETY 

Publishes  a  bimonthly  journal,  has  a  library  avail¬ 
able  to  members,  and  an  annual  meeting  at  the 
ANA.  TAMS  and  AINA  jointly  sponsor  the  Ben 
Odesser  Award  for  the  Best  Article  in  “The  Shekel”. 
Dues  are  $30  (U.S.),  $42  (Canada)  and  $60  (Other 
Foreign).  Send  to:  TAMS,  c/o  Mark  Lighterman, 
5224  W.  State  Rd  46,  No.  408,  Sanford,  FL  32771. 


The  Highland  Mint  produces  medals  of  top 
quality  at  a  very  reasonable  cost.  They  have 
produced  medals  for  the  Jewish-American 
Hall  of  Fame  and  are  the  official  minter  for 
the  annual  AINA  medals.  Contact  Vince 
Bohbot,  Vice-President,  at  (800)  544-6135 
and  tell  him  that  you  are  a  member  of  AINA 
to  get  a  special  deal. 
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X  DAYS 


OF 


CREATION 


New  medal  series 
from  Israel  depict 
"Scenes  of  the  Bible" 

THE  FIRST  MEDALS 
ARE  NOW  AVAILABLE 


Photo  courtesy  Israel  Coins 
and  Medals  Corporation. 
The  first  medal  in  a  new  series  is¬ 
sued  by  the  Israel  Coins  and  Med¬ 
als  Corporation  portrays  the  Six 
Days  of  Creation  and  the  Creation 
of  Man,  as  told  in  Genesis. 


The  first  two  medals  in  a 
new  set  of  24  one-ounce, 
.999  fine  pure  silver  medals 
portraying  “Scenes  of  the  Bible”  are 
now  available  from  the  Israel  Coins 
and  Medals  Corporation  (www. 
israelmint.com). 

The  first  medal  depicts  the  "Six 
Days  of  Creation"  and  the  "Creation 
of  Man"  on  the  obverse. 

In  the  center  is  an  embryonic  shape 
of  a  man  and  the  words,  "breathed 
into  his  nostrils  the  breath  of  life" 

( Genesis  2:7,  in  Hebrew),  signifying 
the  creation  of  man  from  the  dust 
of  the  earth,  the  culmination  of  the 
Creation  on  the  sixth  day. 

Encircling  the  border  and  in  a 


clockwise  direction,  artistic  images 
symbolize  all  six  days  of  the  Cre¬ 
ation. 

The  Creation 

The  word  of  G-d  brought  every¬ 
thing  into  being:  heaven  and  earth, 
mountains  and  rivers,  and  every 
living  thing.  In  the  beginning,  G-d 
called  into  existence  the  heaven  and 
earth.  Within  six  days  He  shaped  a 
world  of  order  and  beauty. 

The  First  Dav 

On  the  first  day,  G-d  said,  “Let 
there  be  Light”  --  and  there  was 
Light. 

Continued 
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The  reverse  of  each  medal  commemorates  Jerusa¬ 
lem  of  Gold"  and  indicates  the  silver  content  as  1  oz. 
fine  silver .  999. 


Continued 

The  Second  Day 

On  the  second  day  G-d 
made  the  sky,  and  called  it 
Heaven. 

The  Third  Day 

On  the  third  day,  G-d  put 
the  earth  into  good  shape.  At 
His  command  the  waters  of 
the  earth  gathered  together 
at  certain  places.  The  waters 
formed  seas  and  oceans, 
lakes  and  rivers,  so  that  in 
other  parts,  the  dry  land  be¬ 
came  visible. 

At  G-d’s  further  com¬ 
mand,  the  earth  was  made  to 
produce  all  kinds  of  plants, 
grass,  and  trees,  shrubs  and  flow¬ 
ers.  Each  contained  its  own  seed  for 
further  growth  and  reproduction. 

The  Fourth  Day 

On  the  fourth  day,  G-d  made  the 
Sun,  the  Moon,  and  the  Stars,  to  shed 
light  upon  the  earth.  And  so  He  set 
a  time  for  day  and  a  time  for  night, 
a  time  for  the  week,  the  month,  and 
the  year,  and  a  time  for  each  of  the 
four  seasons. 

The  Fifth  Day 

On  the  fifth  day,  G-d  filled  the  seas 
with  fishes  and  other  water  animals. 

In  to  the  air  above  the  earth  He  put 
many  birds  of  all  kinds  and  colors 
and  sizes. 

The  Sixth  Day 

On  the  sixth  day,  were  created  all 
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the  other  animals,  large  and  small, 
those  that  walk  and  those  that  creep 
or  crawl  on  the  earth.  And  towards 
the  end  of  the  sixth  day,  G-d  put  a 
divine  soul  into  a  body  which  He 
made  of  earth  and  clay.  This  was  the 
human. 

To  the  human  G-d  granted  high 
mental  ability  that  one  could  think 
and  reach  one’s  own  conclusions. 

G-d  also  gave  the  human  the  power 
of  speech  and  He  made  humans 
superior  to  all  other  creatures  of  the 
earth. 

G-d  placed  all  the  creatures  of  the 
earth  and  the  powers  of  nature  in  the 
control  of  the  human. 

nu  nn  mi  nu  raj  mi 

The  second  medal  in  the  "Scenes 
of  the  Bible"  Scries  pictures  Adam 
and  Eve,  and  the  Serpent. 

Continued 
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The  Garden  of  Eden 

And  Adam  and  Eve  lived 
happily  in  “The  Garden  of 
Delight"  ( Gan  Eden),  which 
was  the  best  part  of  the  entire 
globe.  They  did  not  have 
to  exert  themselves  to  get 
their  food,  for  everything 
was  aplenty  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden. 


The  Serpent 

But  the  happiness  of  Adam 
and  Eve  in  the  Garden  of 
Eden  was  not  to  last  long. 

For,  together  with  them,  lived 
also  the  Serpent  which  was 
shrewder  than  all  the  other 


The  second  medal  in  the  "Scenes  of  the  Bible" 
series  pictures  Adam  and  Eve,  and  the  Serpent  on 
the  medal's  obverse. 


animals.  The  Serpent  be¬ 
grudged  G-d’s  blessing  given 
to  Adam  and  Eve.  Fie  envied  them 
the  power  to  rule  over  the  creatures 
of  the  world.  Fie,  therefore,  devised 
a  scheme  by  which  to  make  the  first 
human  beings  fall. 

The  First  Commandment 

When  G-d  gave  Adam  permis¬ 
sion  to  eat  the  fruits  of  all  the  trees 
in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  Fie  warned 
him  not  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  “ Etz 
Hadaathf  the  “Tree  of  Knowledge" 
of  good  and  evil,  which  stood  in  the 
middle  of  the  Garden. 

Its  fruits  were  very  beautiful.  As 
long  as  Adam  did  not  eat  of  it,  he 
was  like  an  angel  who  does  only 
good  and  lives  forever.  The  fruit  of 
the  “Tree  of  Knowledge,"  however, 
had  the  power  to  fill  a  man  with  the 
desire  for  both  good  and  evil. 


The  Plot 

The  Serpent,  knowing  this  fact, 
based  his  plan  on  it.  Fie  met  Eve 
alone  in  the  Garden  and  asked  her 
cunningly:  “Is  it  true  that  G-d  really 
told  you,  ‘You  shall  not  eat  the  fruit 
of  every  tree  in  the  Garden?’" 

“Oh,  no,"  answered  the  woman. 
“We  may  eat  the  fruit  of  all  the  trees 
in  the  Garden.  But  of  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  which  is  in  the  middle  of  the 
Garden,  G-d  has  said,  ‘You  shall  not 
eat  it,  nor  touch  it,  lest  you  die!’" 

But  the  serpent  said:  “You  will  not 
die.  G-d  knows  very  well  that  when 
you  eat  the  fruit  of  this  tree  your 
eyes  will  be  opened,  and  you  will  be 
like  G-d,  Who  knows  both  good  and 
evil." 

The  First  Sin 

Eve  looked  at  the  tree.  Its  fruit 
looked  good  to  eat,  pleasant  and 


Continued 
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Images  courtesy  Society  of  Medal  is  ts/www.  medallic.com 
and  Eve,  along  with  the  Serpent  are  featured  on  the  obverse ; 
Adam  suffering  is  shown  on  the  reverse  of  this  medal  by  Karen  Worth 
in  the  Society  >  of  Medalists  series. 


attractive.  But 
her  heart  warned 
her  not  to  give 
up  eternal  life 
for  the  sake  of 
power  and  plea¬ 
sure. 

She  was  tom 
between  her 
desire  to  eat 
and  her  fear  of 
death,  and  she 
could  not  resist 
the  temptation. 

She  not  only 
ate  of  the  fruit 
herself,  but  she 
also  gave  some 
of  it  to  Adam, 
so  that  he  would Aclam 
have  to  share 
her  fate. 

Their  Excuse 

Suddenly,  Adam  and  Eve  heard 
G-d’s  voice  in  the  Garden,  and  they 
were  afraid.  They  hid  behind  the 
trees  and  bushes.  But  G-d  called 
to  Adam:  “Where  are  you?”  Adam 
replied:  “I  heard  Your  voice  in  the 
Garden  and  became  afraid.” 

“Have  you  eaten  of  the  tree  which 
I  commanded  you  not  to  eat  from?” 
said  G-d.  Adam  replied:  “I  am  not 
guilty.  The  woman  You  have  given 
me  as  a  companion  gave  me  some 
fruit  of  the  tree,  and  I  ate  it.” 

Then  G-d  asked  Eve  why  she  had 
done  so,  and  she  too  had  an  excuse. 


saying  that  the  Serpent  had  tricked 
her  and  made  her  eat  of  the  Tree  of 
Good  and  Evil. 

The  Punishment 

Then  G-d  turned  to  the  Serpent 
and  said:  “Because  you  have  done 
this,  cursed  are  you  from  among  all 
creatures,  and  from  among  all  beasts 
of  the  field;  on  your  belly  you  shall 
walk,  and  you  shall  eat  dust  all  the 
days  of  your  life.” 

To  the  woman  G-d  said:  “Your 
pain  and  your  trouble  will  be  very 
great;  you  shall  bear  children  in 
pain.” 

Continued 
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Continued 

To  Adam  G-d  said:  “Because  you 
have  listened  to  the  voice  of  your 
wife,  and  have  eaten  of  the  tree 
which  I  commanded  you  not  to  eat 
of,  cursed  be  the  ground  for  your 
sake;  with  labor  you  shall  eat  of  it 
all  the  days  of  your  life.  It  will  cause 
thorns  and  thistles  to  grow  for  you, 
and  you  shall  eat  the  herbs  of  the 
field.  In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  you 
shall  eat  bread,  until  you  return  to 
the  ground,  for  out  of  it  you  were 
taken;  for  dust  you  are  and  to  dust 
you  shall  return.” 

Expulsion  from 
the  Garden  of  Eden 

Then  G-d  drove  Adam  and  Eve 
out  of  the  Garden  of  Eden:  where 
they  had  everything  they  needed  and 
desired  without  trouble.  Adam  and 
Eve  now  had  to  work;  they  had  to 
plow  the  soil  in  order  to  get  food  for 
themselves. 

nurojininuiiiiriLi 

The  new  medal  series  is  the  latest 
in  a  long  tradition  of  medals  focused 
on  biblical  themes. 

For  collectors,  an  excellent  con¬ 
temporary  example  of  this  traditio 
can  be  found  in  the  annual  medals 
issued  by  the  Society  of  Medalists. 

Karen  Worth's  1 993  SOM  medal 
depicts  Adam  and  Eve,  and  the  suf¬ 
fering  of  Adam. 

This  medal  is  described  as  fol¬ 
lows  on  the  Society  of  Medalists’ 
web  site:  “The  ‘Adam  and  Eve’ 


sculptured  medal  created  by  Karen 
Worth  in  1993  is  a  riveting  —  al¬ 
most  hypnotic  —  piece  that  captures 
the  circumference  of  the  Eternities 
and  ventures  to  explain  the  unex¬ 
plainable  to  our  Souls.  The  obverse 
graphically  portrays  the  coiled 
serpent  succeeding  in  the  temptation 
of  Eve,  and  her  showing  of  the  fruit 
to  Adam.  As  a  consequence  of  both 
Adam  and  Eve  partaking  of  the  Tree 
of  the  Knowledge  of  Good  and  Evil, 
they  were  cast  out,  and  angels  with 
flaming  swords  were  set  to  guard 
the  Tree  of  Life  and  the  gate  to  the 
Garden. 

"The  reverse  is  a  stark  represen¬ 
tation  of  the  Retribution  of  God 
toward  those  who  would  disobey  His 
laws.  Adam  is  shown  suffering  the 
fires  of  Hell,  yet  is  finally  snatched 
from  this  tonnent  by  a  winged 
heavenly  Being.  The  agony  and  the 
ecstasy  ... 

"American  sculptor,  Karen  Worth, 
was  elected  a  fellow  of  the  National 
Sculpture  Society  in  1960,  and  de¬ 
signed  her  first  medal  for  the  Society 
of  Medalists  in  1963.  Since  that 
time,  she  has  designed  more  than 
600  coins  and  medals. 

"Karen  has  been  awarded  the 
American  Numismatic  Society’s 
[J.  Sanford  Saltus  Award  for]  Sig¬ 
nal  Achievement  [in  the  Art  of  the 
Medal],  and  the  [American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association’s  Numismatic  Art 
Award  for  Excellence  in  Medallic 
Sculpture].”  mi 
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YOUNG  SHOSHONE  WOMAN  GUIDED  HISTORIC 
EXPEDITION  THROUGH  UNKNOWN  TERRITORY 


United  States  Mint;  Wikipedia 


An  elegant  portrait  ofSacagawea  on  the  U.S.  one-dollar 
coin  honors  an  extraordinary > person  in  U.S.  history. 
Above,  at  right,  a  bronze  statue  honors  Sacagawea  in  a 
Portland,  Oregon  city >  park. 


The  Lewis  &  Clark 
Expedition 

EXPLORED  THE  NEWLY 

purchased  Louisiana 
Territory  from 
1803  to  1806. 


By 

Andrew  Perala 

In  1997,  the  United  States 
Treasury  department  made 
a  rare  admission  in  tes¬ 
timony  before  a  federal 
Congressional  commit¬ 
tee:  a  modem  circulating 
coin  program  -  the  Susan 
B.  Anthony  dollar  -  was  a 
colossal  failure.  In  large 
part  because  the  one-dollar 
coin  was  struck  in  the  same  composite 
metal  and  was  almost  the  same  size  as 
a  U.S.  25-cent  coin  or  quarter,  no  one 
had  been  using  them.  Rack  upon  rack 
in  the  basement  vault  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  banks  were  filled  to  bloated 
capacity  with  millions  of  Anthony  dol¬ 
lars. 

The  Mint  wanted  a  replacement 
dollar  coin.  But  by  the  time  Treasury 
officials  testified  before  Congress,  the 
stockpile  was  shrinking.  The  U.S.  Post 
Office  had  installed  postal  stamp  vend¬ 
ing  machines  that  accepted  one-dollar 
coins  in  lobbies  nationwide. 

Treasury  officials  were  thus  placed 


in  the  odd  position  of  acknowledging 
the  failure  of  one-dollar  coins  to  be 
accepted  by  the  American  public  at  the 
same  time  there  was  a  shortage  of  the 
coins. 

Congress  approved  the  request, 
fulfilling  a  necessary  legal  requirement 
for  U.S.  coinage  before  the  Treasury 
department  could  begin  the  process  of 
instituting  a  new  coin  into  circulation. 

Within  two  years,  the  first  new  dol¬ 
lar  coins,  of  a  composite  gold-colored 
metal  alloy,  were  struck  at  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  Mint.  They  were  placed  into 
circulation  in  2000. 

The  new  dollar  coins  featured  the 

Continued 
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Images  courtesy  United  States  Mint 

The  unpopular  Susan  B.  Anthony  dollar  coin  was  last  struck  in  1999.  The  Federal  Reserve  has 
more  than  one  billion  dollar-coins  stored  in  vaults  around  the  country. 


Continued 

portrait  of  Sacagawea  on  the  obverse, 
and  a  flying  eagle  on  the  reverse. 

The  “Gold”  or  “Sacagawea"  dol¬ 
lar,  as  it  was  soon 
dubbed,  featured 
the  first  Native 
American  woman 
on  a  U.S.  circulat¬ 
ing  coin. 

The  decision  to 
place  Sacagawea 
on  the  coin’s 
obverse  required 
the  U.S.  Mint  to 
conduct  a  public 

contest  to  nominate  a  personage  to  be 
portrayed  on  the  new  coin’s  obverse. 

New  Jersey  former  furniture  manu¬ 
facturer,  film  producer  Denis  Bieber 
( 1 973 ’s  Maccabi  Games,  1979’s 
“Freedom  Road"  with  Muhammad  Ali ) 
heard  about  the  Mint’s  call  for  portrait 
suggestions. 

For  Bieber,  there  was  only  one  per¬ 
son  -  as  yet  unrecognized  on  U.S.  coin¬ 
age  -  for  the  Anthony  dollar  replace¬ 
ment:  Sacagawea. 


“She  participated  in  one  of  the  most 
meaningful  votes  in  American  history," 
Bieber  told  The  Shekel  by  telephone 
from  his  Los  Angeles  home. 

Wait  -  what?  The 
young  Shoshone 
woman,  carrying  an 
infant,  who  guided 
the  Lewis  and 
Clark  Expedition 
through  some  of  the 
more  challenging 
Native  American 
territories  more 
than  200  years  ago? 
“Yes,”  Bieber 
said.  “She  was  a  very  feisty  woman. 
When  the  expedition  was  caught  in  a 
big  storm  on  top  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas 
(mountains),  the  question  was  raised 
whether  the  expedition  should  return 
to  Washington,  D.C.,  and  failure,  or 
risk  it  all  and  continue  on  to  Oregon 
and  the  Pacific. 

“The  question  was  put  to  a  vote  and 
Sacagawea  was  included. 

“She  participated  as  a  woman  in 

Continued 


Denis  Bieber 

DOESN’T  KNOW  WHY 
HE  CAMPAIGNED  FOR 

Sacagawea 

TO  BE  HONORED 
ON  THE  NEW 
U.S.  DOLLAR  COIN 
OTHER  THAN.' 

7 T  JUST  EEL  T  RIGHT ” 


43 


Denis  Bieber,  above,  campaigned  for  a 
portrait  of  Sacagawea  to  be  on  the  obverse 
of  the  new  one-doliar  com.  Artist  Glenna 
Goodacre  created  the  now  iconic  image. 


IW  6G& 
WE  TRUST 


Continued 

one  of  the  most  meaningful  votes  in 
American  history. 

“Sacagawea  deserved  recognition.” 

Bieber  has  never  collected  coins.  He 
did  collect  the  early  stamps  of  Israel 
as  youngster  -  “corner  blocks,  full 
pages,  from  1953  to  1980”  -  and  those 
miniature  works  of  art  and  culture 
entranced  him.  But  when  that  heirloom 
was  stolen,  Bieber  didn’t  want  to  col¬ 
lect  anymore. 

At  the  time  of  his  campaign  to  nomi¬ 
nate  Sacagawea,  Bieber  was  a  pro¬ 
ducer  of  documentaries  and  commer¬ 
cial  film.  He  knew  the  importance  of 
iconic  images  in  capturing  the  public’s 
imagination. 

Bieber  wrote  to  his  U.S.  Senator, 
Frank  Lautenberg  (D-N.J.),  suggesting 
Sacagawea’s  portrait  for  the  new  dollar 
coin  and  asking  for  the  Senator’s  sup¬ 
port.  The  response  was  fast  and  a  big 
affirmative,  Bieber  said. 

“I  had  supported  the  reasons  for  my 
suggestion.  And  I  quickly  got  a  letter 
back  from  Lautenberg  and  I  got  a  letter 
from  the  White  House  and  they  liked  it 


and  were  going  to  forward  my  sugges¬ 
tion  to  the  Mint.” 

Armed  with  two  high-powered  let¬ 
ters  of  support,  Bieber  then  wrote  to 
the  Mint,  and  enclosed  copies  of  the 
letters,  offering  his  Sacagawea  sugges¬ 
tion. 

Anticipating  that  the  call  for  public 
input  would  suggest  other  great  Ameri¬ 
cans,  Bieber  was  hopeful  but  not  100 
percent  confident  his  suggestion  would 
be  selected. 

He  had  reason  to  worry.  As  reported 
in  Coin  World,  other  finalists  in¬ 
cluded  Eleanor  Roosevelt  and  black 
aviation  pioneer  Bessie  Coleman. 

About  120  suggestions  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Mint,  a  number  Bieber 
thought  surprisingly  low. 

The  committees  charged  with 
winnowing  the  suggestions  to  one, 
arrived  after  much  debate  to  the 
choice  of  Sacagawea. 

The  actual  wording  of  the  de¬ 
cision  to  suggest  Sacagawea  to 
higher-ups  at  the  Mint  and  then 
Treasury,  was  phrased  carefully 

Continued 
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because  there  no  known  portrait  of 
Sacagawea.  Thus,  the  new  coin’s 
obverse  would  “depict  Liberty  as 
represented  by  a  Native- American 
woman  inspired  by  Sacagawea.” 

The  Mint  would  be  through  a 
design  phase  of  potential  portraits 
to  depict  Sacagawea  as  it  would  be 
seen  on  the  new  coin’s  obverse,  and 
a  reverse  carrying  traditional  design 
elements  on  U.S.  coins.  Six  designs 
-  three  obverse  and  three  reverse  - 
were  forwarded  to  Treasury  secre¬ 
tary  Robert  Rubin. 

As  Beth  Deisher  reported  in  Coin 
World ,  “Five  months  later  and  to 
the  beat  of  American  Indian  drums 
in  a  special  White  House  ceremony 
...  the  selected  obverse  was  an¬ 
nounced  to  be  the  work  of  Santa  Fe, 
N.M.  artist-sculp¬ 
tor  Glenna  Good- 
acre.”  The  design 
featured  an  imag¬ 
ined  portrait  of  Sa¬ 
cagawea,  modeled 
by  a  young  Sho¬ 
shone  woman  Randy  L’ Teton,  in  a 
three-quarter  pose,  “looking  back 
over  her  right  shoulder  with  her 
infant  son,  Jean  Baptiste,  strapped 
to  her  back. 

“The  winning  reverse  design  was 
the  work  of  U.S.  Mint  Sculptor- 
Engraver  Thomas  D.  Rogers  Sr. 

His  design  captures  an  eagle  in  full 
flight,  its  wings  sweeping  across  the 
reverse  field,  and  surrounded  by  1 7 
stars.” 

Determined  to  distance  the  Antho¬ 


The  reverse  of  the  Sacagawea  dollar, 
above,  was  designed  by  U.S.  Mint  Sculp¬ 
tor-Engraver  Thomas  D.  Rogers  Sr. 


ny  dollar  fiasco,  and  mandated  by 
the  “United  States  Dollar  Coin  Act 
of  1997”,  the  new  dollar  coin  was 
struck  on  a  new  metal  composite 
coin  blank  that  gave  the  Sacagawea 
dollar  a  golden  color  though  it  con¬ 
tained  no  actual 
gold 

One  of  the  big 
problems  with  the 
Anthony  dollar 
had  been  its  size 
similarity  to  a  U.S. 
quarter-dollar  coin,  struck  on  a  coin 
blank  of  laminated  copper-nickel 
over  a  pure  copper  core,  the  same 
metal  as  the  quarter. 

Before  the  new  dollar  coins 
entered  circulation  in  2000,  the 
Mint  engaged  in  a  Public  Relations 
full-court  press.  With  a  new  look 
and  a  new  direction  in  portraiture, 
the  Mint  sought  massive  public  ap¬ 
proval  for  the  new  dollar  coin. 

The  Mint  announced  a  two-coin 

Continued 


‘  Women  like 
Sacagawea 
deserve 

TO  BE  HONORED ' 
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“Treaty  with  the  Delawares  ”  reverse  of 
2013;  Native  American  one-dollar  series. 


iXTOHAWK 

IRONWORKERS 


“  Mohawk  Ironworkers”  reverse,  2015,  in 
the  Native  American  one-dollar  series. 


The  “Native  Hospitality  ”  reverse  of  2014 
for  the  Native  American  one-dollar  series. 


The  Navajo  “Code  Talkers  ”  reverse  2016; 
the  Native  American  one-dollar  series. 


Continued 

giveaway  in  one  million  boxes  of 
General  Mills  breakfast  cereal.  All 
would  have  a  year  2000  Lincoln 
one-cent  coin,  and  four  boxes  in 
10,000  also  would  contain  a  new 
Sacagawea  dollar  coin. 

Also,  the  Mint  announced  that 
two  major  national  retailers  had 
agreed  to  begin  accepting  the  new 
Sacagawea  dollar  in  daily  com¬ 
merce.  A  four-month  national  ad 


campaign  to  run  in  print,  and  on 
radio  and  television,  also  was  an¬ 
nounced. 

Despite  this  unprecedented  PR 
campaign,  the  response  was  under¬ 
whelming. 

Production  at  all  three  mint  facili¬ 
ties  went  into  high  gear  in  2000. 
Through  2001,  the  Mint  struck 
more  than  1 .4  billion  Sacagawea 
dollars.  But  most  of  them  never  left 
consumer-bank  vaults.  e 

Continued 
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Sacagawea  was  depicted  on  a  29-cent  United  States 
postage  stamp  in  1 994. 


Unwanted,  unsought, 
the  new  Sacagawea 
dollars  took  up  precious 
space  in  daily  banks  of 
commerce.  Soon,  the 
banks  returned  them  to 
the  Federal  Reserve  bank 
from  which  they’d  been 
monetized  upon  issuance. 

Storage  became  a 
major  problem  at  the 
Feds.  In  2002,  mintage  of 
circulating  coins  stopped, 
with  just  some  seven  to 
nine  million  annually 
limited  to  Circulation  and 
Proof  sets  for  collectors. 

By  2008,  the  Sa¬ 
cagawea  coin  -  now  rec¬ 
ognized  by  many  collec¬ 
tors  as  a  beautiful  tribute 
to  a  truly  inspirational 
young  woman  -  was  no 
more. 

Beginning  in  2009,  the  Mint  re¬ 
branded  the  Sacagawea  dollar  coin 
as  the  Native  American  series.  Sa- 
cagawea’s  portrait  still  graced  the  ob¬ 
verse,  but  a  new  reverse  was  designed 
and  struck  each  year. 

The  new  series,  in  the  words  of  the 
enabling  legislation,  recognizes  the 
historic  and  many  other  “important 
contributions  made  by  Indian  tribes 
and  individual  Native  Americans  to 
the  development  of  the  United  States.” 

And,  as  with  the  seminal  Sacagawea 
series,  after  two  years  circulating  coin 
issues  ceased.  All  Native  American 
series  coins  struck  since  201 1  have 


been  for  collector  sets  only. 

The  Presidential  dollar  series,  begun 
in  2007  with  circulating  as  well  as 
collecting  coins  struck,  followed  a 
similar  pattern.  No  circulating  Presi¬ 
dential  dollar  coins  have  been  struck 
since  2011,  only  collector  set  coins. 

Even  with,  or  more  accurately, 
especially  because  of  low  public  and 
political  interest  in  supporting  U.S. 
dollar  coins,  Denis  Bieber  believes 
the  Sacagawea  series  is,  and  should 
remain,  an  important  part  of  U.S. 
coinage. 

“We  live  in  a  very  strange  time  right 
now,”  he  said. 

“And  women  like  Sacagawea  de¬ 
serve  to  be  honored.”  nu 
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